
 

 

Report of:   Executive Director of Place 
______________________________________________________________ 

Date:    March 18 2015 
______________________________________________________________ 

Subject: The Graves Park Charitable Trust:  
Cobnar Cottage  

______________________________________________________________ 

Author of Report: Paul Billington 
______________________________________________________________ 

Summary:  

This report summarises public objections to the proposed sale for residential 
use of Cobnar Cottage which adjoins the boundary wall of Graves Park. The full 
text of all the objections received is attached to this report as Appendix B. In 
July 2013 Cabinet acting as Trustee of the Graves Park Charity approved a 
recommendation to sell the freehold interest in the cottage on the open market 
for residential use and acknowledged the charitable obligation to reinvest the 
proceeds in improving the public facilities in Graves Park.  Improvements to the 
park that could be funded by the proceeds of the sale include the animal farm, 
play facilities, recreation and sports areas, improved/extended footpaths, 
planting schemes and visitor facilities. 

The charity no longer has any use for the cottage (it has stood vacant for several 
years) and the cost of renovation to the charity would be in excess of £100,000. 
Investment in the cottage has been deprioritised over several years in favour of 
spending on the upkeep of the park. The City Council is the only source of 
operational funding for Graves Park. Restoring the property to residential use will 
complement the adjoining park and the surrounding neighbourhood. 

The cottage is in a poor state of repair and represents an increasing 
maintenance and financial liability to the charity. The Charity Commission had 
been consulted on the sale and had previously indicated that their consent would 
not be required for the proposed disposal, but, following an approach from 
someone objecting to the proposed disposal the Commission has changed their 
initial position and has now indicated that a formal scheme to authorise the 
disposal will be required, as covered in more detail in the Legal Property and 
Charity implications section of this report.  

If the application for a scheme were to be successful it would enable the property 
to be sold on the open market for residential purposes and the proceeds of sale 
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to be invested in the park. Possible areas of improvement to the park that could 
be funded by the proceeds include the animal farm, play facilities, recreation and 
sports areas, improved/extended footpaths, planting schemes and visitor 
facilities. 

In October 2013, the trustee decision to sell was considered by Council Scrutiny 
and it was agreed that dialogue would take place with a local group (Friends of 
Graves Park) who had expressed concerns about the sale. This resulted in the 
group being given 12 months to produce an alternative viable plan for the 
cottage. The group was asked to submit a detailed business case (including 
costs and funding) to demonstrate that their proposal would be of greater benefit 
to the charity than the proposed sale. 

In November 2014, an outline proposal was submitted by the group (see 
Appendix A). The group’s proposal is to demolish the cottage and create a 
‘historical/memorial garden’ at a cost of £23,400. The group has been unable to 
indicate either confirmed funding or ‘in principle’ funding, apart from suggesting 
an undisclosed contribution of match funding. 

In December 2014, the members of Cabinet met to consider the group’s proposal 
and concluded that the interests of the charity would be best served by 
proceeding with the original decision to dispose of the cottage and there was no 
need to put a formal report to Cabinet at that time. 

In January 2015, in the belief that the Council had the power to dispose of the 
property following the Charity Commission’s advice, a public notice of the 
decision to sell was issued in accordance with the requirement contained in 
section 121 of the Charities Act 2011. A number of public objections, plus 
objections from the 3 ward councillors were received. An online petition objecting 
to the sale has also been presented (see Appendix C).  

The principal objection is that the sale of the cottage would be in breach of the 
covenants imposed on Graves Park and/or the Council, as trustee, does not 
have the power to sell the cottage. Whilst there are restrictive covenants 
affecting the trust property, there aren’t any that prevent or restrict the trustees’ 
ability to sell the property. This point is covered in more detail in the Legal 
Property and Charity implications section of this report. 

Objection has also been made on the basis that a disposal of Cobnar Cottage is 
the “thin end of the wedge” and would lead to other disposals of parts of Graves 
Park. This is not the case. The disposal of the cottage is a one off proposal that 
must be considered in isolation on its own merits. It is only fact that the cottage 
represents a very small proportion of the total area of the park and has not for a 
significant period (if ever) been used as part of the publically accessible park, 
which means that the ability of the Council, as trustee, to carry out the objects of 
the charity is not affected by its sale..  

Some of the objections mention the alternative use of the cottage site put forward 
by the Friends of Graves Park, but this cannot be considered to be in the best 
interests of the charity for the reasons set out in the Financial, Legal, Property 
and Charity implications section of this report. 
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The petition does not mention any specific grounds of objection, so it is not 
possible to make any specific comment on this other than to note the petition. 

__________________________________________________________ 
Reasons for Recommendations: 

The disposal of this surplus property on the open market would convert a current 
liability into an asset for the benefit of the Charity and therefore park users.  It 
would also start a process that will lead to the cottage being restored to 
residential use and provide a significant investment fund for the charity to 
improve the park.  

The objections raised to the disposal principally focus on the Council’s legal right 
to sell the cottage, but a successful application for a scheme would deal with this 
issue, as set out in this report. The only alternative proposal to disposal put 
forward is demolition and creation of memorial garden put forward by the Friends 
of Graves Park, but this cannot be considered to be in the best interests of the 
charity for the reasons outlined in this report.  

Recommendations: 

That Cabinet acting as Charity Trustee: 

a. Note the objections received, but for the reasons set out in this report, 
authorises the Director of Legal and Governance to make an application 
to the Charity Commission for a scheme to give the Trustee the power to 
dispose of the freehold interest in Cobnar Cottage and to invest the capital 
receipt in improving the facilities in Graves Park, rather than holding it as a 
permanent endowment and just applying the income to the charitable 
objects; and  

b. If an appropriate scheme is made by the Charity Commission following the 
application, confirms its authority to proceed with the disposal in 
accordance with the recommendations approved following the report to 
Cabinet on July 17 2013. 

______________________________________________________________ 
Background Papers:  

1. Reports to Cabinet (July 17 2013) and Scrutiny (October 4 2013) 
2. Proposals from Friends of Graves Park  
3. Objection letters and petition 

Category of Report: Open 
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Statutory and Council Policy Checklist

Financial Implications

YES: Paul Schofield

Legal Implications

YES:  David Blackburn 

Equality of Opportunity Implications

NO

Tackling Health Inequalities Implications

NO

Human rights Implications

NO: 

Environmental and Sustainability implications

NO

Economic impact

NO

Community safety implications

NO

Human resources implications

NO

Property implications

YES: Dave Wood 

Area(s) affected

Relevant Cabinet Portfolio Leader

Cllr Isobel Bowler 

Relevant Scrutiny Committee if decision called in

Economic and Environmental Wellbeing Scrutiny and Policy Development Committee 

Is the item a matter which is reserved for approval by the City Council? 

NO (Cabinet acting as Charitable Trustees)

Press release

NO
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The Graves Park Charitable Trust: Cobnar Cottage  

1.0 SUMMARY 

1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

1.5

1.6

This report summarises public objections to the proposed sale for 
residential use of Cobnar Cottage which adjoins the boundary wall of 
Graves Park. The full text of all the objections received is attached to this 
report as Appendix B. In July 2013 Cabinet acting as Trustee of the 
Graves Park Charity approved a recommendation to sell the freehold 
interest in the cottage on the open market for residential use and 
acknowledged the charitable obligation to reinvest the proceeds in 
improving the public facilities in Graves Park.  The charity no longer has 
any use for the cottage (it has stood vacant for several years) and the cost 
of renovation to the charity would be in excess of £100,000. Investment in 
the cottage has been deprioritised over several years in favour of 
spending on the upkeep of the park. The City Council is the only source of 
operational funding for Graves Park. Restoring the property to residential 
use will complement the adjoining park and the surrounding 
neighbourhood. 

The cottage is in a poor state of repair and represents an increasing 
maintenance and rates liability to the charity. The Charity Commission 
had been consulted on the sale and had had previously indicated that 
their consent would not be required for the proposed disposal, but, 
following an approach from someone objecting to the proposed disposal 
have changed their position and have now indicated that a formal 
scheme to authorise the disposal will be required, as covered in more 
detail in the Legal Property and Charity implications section of this report.  

If the application for a scheme were to be successful it would enable the 
property to be sold on the open market and the proceeds of sale to be 
invested in the park. Improvements to the park that could be funded by 
the proceeds of the sale include the animal farm, play facilities, recreation 
and sports areas, improved/extended footpaths, planting schemes and 
visitor facilities. 

In October 2013, the trustee decision to sell was considered by Council 
Scrutiny and it was agreed that dialogue should take place with a local 
group (Friends of Graves Park) who had expressed concerns about the 
sale. This resulted in the group being given 12 months to produce an 
alternative plan for the cottage. The group was asked to submit a detailed 
business case (including costs and funding) to demonstrate that their 
proposal would be of greater benefit to the charity than the proposed 
sale. 

In November 2014, an outline proposal was submitted by the group. The 
proposal is to demolish the cottage and create a ‘historical/memorial 
garden’ at a cost of £23,400, as estimated by the group. The group was 
unable to indicate either confirmed funding or in principle funding, apart 
from suggested, but undisclosed, match funding of its own. A copy of the 
group’s proposal is attached to this report as Appendix A. 
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1.7

1.8

1.9

1.10 

1.11 

In December 2014, the members of Cabinet met to consider the group’s 
proposal and concluded that the interests of the charity would be best 
served by proceeding with the original decision to dispose of the cottage 
and there was no need to put a formal report to Cabinet at that time. 

In January 2015, in the belief that the Council had the power to dispose 
of the property following the Charity Commission’s advice, a public notice 
of the decision to sell was issued in accordance with the requirement 
contained in section 121 of the Charities Act 2011. A number of public 
objections, plus objections from the 3 ward councillors were received. An 
online petition objecting to the sale has also been presented. Copies are 
included with the report.  

The principal objection is that the sale of the cottage would be in breach 
of the covenants imposed on Graves Park and/or the Council, as trustee, 
does not have the power to sell the cottage. Whilst there are restrictive 
covenants affecting the trust property, there aren’t any that prevent or 
restrict the trustees’ ability to sell the property. This point is covered in 
more detail in the Legal Property and Charity implications section of this 
report. 

Objection has also been made on the basis that a disposal of Cobnar 
Cottage is the “thin end of the wedge” and would lead to other disposals 
of parts of Graves Park. This is not the case. The disposal of the cottage 
is a one off proposal that must be considered in isolation on its own 
merits. It is only fact that the cottage represents a very small proportion of 
the total area of the park and has not for a significant period (if ever) been 
used as part of the publically accessible park, which means that the 
ability of the Council, as trustee, to carry out the objects of the charity is 
not affected by its sale. 

Some of the objections mention the alternative use of the cottage site put 
forward by the Friends of Graves Park, but this cannot be considered to 
be in the best interests of the charity for the reasons set out in the 
Financial, Legal, Property and Charity implications section of this report. 

The petition does not mention any specific grounds of objection, so it is 
not possible to make any specific comment on this other than to note the 
petition. 

2.0 WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR SHEFFIELD PEOPLE 

2.1 The proposed sale of the cottage would start a process that should lead to 
the cottage being restored to a productive residential use which will 
complement the park and the surrounding neighbourhood. It would result 
in a capital receipt which would be invested in improving public facilities in 
the park. The alternative proposed by the Friends Group would preclude 
this investment and present a potential additional cost to the charity – 
either in the form of a capital cost and/or an on-going long term 
maintenance cost – and therefore potentially place further pressure on the 
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resources available to support the park. 

3.0 OUTCOME AND SUSTAINABILITY 

3.1

3.2

The freehold disposal of the property would start the process required to 
bring a redundant property, which the charity has no funds to invest in and 
no productive use for, back into active use and convert what is now an on-
going liability for the Charity into an asset.  This disposal would generate a 
capital receipt which would then be reinvested into Graves Park by the 
Council as Trustee of the Charity, in accordance with the objects of the 
charity.   

The recommended ‘sale and investment’ option provides an appropriate 
and sustainable solution to the disused cottage and also assists with the 
long term sustainability of the park. 

4.0 LEGAL, PROPERTY & CHARITY IMPLICATIONS 

4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

The objections received to the proposed disposal of Cobnar Cottage state 
that it would amount to a breach of the covenants contained in the 
Conveyance of Graves Park to the Council made on 2nd December 1925. 
There are restrictive covenants in the Conveyance, but there aren’t any 
that prevent or restrict the Council’s ability to sell the property. It should 
also be noted that, although the purchase was funded by J G Graves, the 
land was purchased from B A Firth and it was Mr Firth who the Council 
covenanted with. One of these covenants does, however, create a 
restriction on use. This states that “… the land hereby conveyed shall at all 
times hereafter be preserved as an open space wood or park and that no 
buildings (other than those at present existing) shall at any time be erected 
thereon except as hereinafter provided…” There is a further covenant that 
prevents the erection of further buildings without obtaining the consent and 
approval of the Vendor, which is what the words “…as hereinafter 
provided…” are referring to. 

A purchaser of the cottage would need to obtain their own advice as to 
whether this covenant would affect their interest in the cottage, but it does 
not restrict the Council’s ability to sell the cottage.  

There appears to be confusion between the covenants imposed in the 
Conveyance as a contractual obligation and the Council’s duties and 
responsibilities as trustee of the Graves Park Charity. Graves Park is what 
is termed “designated land” which is land that is held by a charity for a 
specified purpose. As there is no express power of disposal in the charity 
objects, a disposal of this type of land is not normally possible without 
making a specific application to the Charity Commission, for a scheme to 
give the trustee such a power. 

Recent guidance issued by the Charity Commission has, however, stated 
that it may not be necessary to apply for a scheme if the disposal is only a 
small proportion of the charity’s land that will not affect the ability to carry 
out the purposes of the charity. The sale proceeds should also be used to 
support the use of the remaining land for the purposes of the charity. 
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4.5

4.6

4.7

4.8

4.9

4.10 

Where this exception applies, the charity trustee is able to rely upon the 
general powers relating to the disposal of trust property contained in the 
Trusts of Land and Appointment of Trustees Act 1996. 

The Charity Commission had been contacted in relation to the proposed 
disposal of Cobnar Cottage and they had advised that this exception 
applied and there would be no requirement to apply for a scheme to 
authorise the disposal.  

Following an approach from someone objecting to the proposed disposal 
the Charity Commission has changed its position and has now indicated 
that a formal scheme to authorise the disposal will be required. Such a 
scheme, if made, would only authorise the disposal of Cobnar Cottage. It 
would not give any power to dispose of any other part of Graves Park, so 
there is no question of this setting a precedent for future disposals as has 
been suggested in some of the objections. These could only be made by 
applying for a further scheme. 

The Council, as trustee of the charity, is also under a general obligation to 
act in the best interests of the charity. Following the initial recommendation 
to dispose of Cobnar Cottage taken by Cabinet on 17th July 2013, the 
Friends of Graves Park were given the opportunity to come up with a 
viable alternative proposal for the future of Cobnar Cottage. The only 
suggestion made was to demolish Cobnar Cottage and create a memorial 
garden. The cost of this, as estimated by the Friends, would be in the 
region of £23,000. The group has been unable to indicate any confirmed 
funding or in principle funding, apart from suggested but undisclosed 
match funding of its own. The creation of a garden would also require on-
going and long term commitment of resources for its upkeep. The group 
has indicated that they would provide maintenance support. 

However, the cost of £23,000 and on-going maintenance – whether 
funded or not and by whatever means - compares unfavourably with an 
estimated capital receipt of £80,000 if the property were to be sold. This 
receipt would normally be held as a permanent endowment with the 
income being invested in Graves Park in furtherance of the Charity’s 
objects. The income from such a sum would be relatively small and would 
not have much impact, but there are capital schemes that the receipt could 
be applied to that would create a significant benefit to the Park and its 
users, in furtherance of the Charity’s objects.   

Cobnar Cottage does not and as far as can be established, have never 
formed part of the publically accessible part of Graves Park, so the sale of 
it would not constitute a loss to the park. On that basis and given the 
benefits that could be achieved in applying the capital receipt, the sale of 
Cobnar Cottage must be considered to be more beneficial to the interests 
of the charity than the alternative proposal put forward. 

In the sale of the property, a covenant will be imposed to restrict future use 
to residential purposes only.  This will put the property back into a 
productive residential use and will prevent a use that will conflict with the 
interests of the park and the neighbourhood.  
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5.0 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

5.1

5.2

The disposal would attract a significant capital receipt.  All money raised 
from the disposal would be re-invested into Graves Park by the trustees in 
accordance with the charitable objects. The alternative proposal by the 
Friends Group would cost an estimated £23,400 for which there is 
currently no confirmed or in principle funding. This initial cost and 
subsequent maintenance costs – whether funded or not and by whatever 
means - compares unfavourably with an estimated capital receipt and 
investment fund of £80,000 if the property were to be sold.  

The City Council is the sole funder of operating costs in Graves Park. Any 
on-going costs relating to the cottage will place further pressure on the 
Council’s funding for the park. 

6.0 ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

6.1 The empty property is now surplus to the Council’s and Charity’s 
requirements and is an on-going liability to the Charity.  A significant 
investment of at least £100,000 would be required to bring the property 
back into a habitable standard. The charity has no funds for this and even 
if funding were made available it has no productive use for the property. It 
may be possible to let the property, but the rental income would not be as 
beneficial to charity as the capital receipt obtained by selling the property. 
The Friends Group proposal requires a smaller investment of £23,400, but 
would create an on-going maintenance liability and not generate any 
possibility of deriving an income. It would also preclude any capital receipt 
to invest in improving the park. 

7.0

7.1

7.2

REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS 

The disposal of this surplus property on the open market would convert a 
current liability into an asset for the benefit of the Charity and therefore 
park users.  It would also start a process that will lead to the cottage being 
restored to residential use and provide a significant investment fund for the 
charity to improve the park.  

The objections raised to the disposal principally focus on the Council’s 
legal right to sell the cottage, but a successful application for a scheme 
would deal with this issue, as set out in this report. The only alternative 
proposal to disposal put forward is demolition and creation of memorial 
garden put forward by the Friends of Graves Park, but this cannot be 
considered to be in the best interests of the charity for the reasons 
outlined in this report.  

8.0 RECOMMENDATION

8.1 That Cabinet acting as Charity Trustees: 
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a. Note the objections received, but for the reasons set out in this 
report, authorises the Director of Legal and Governance to make an 
application to the Charity Commission for a scheme to give the 
Trustee the power to dispose of the freehold interest in Cobnar 
Cottage and to invest the capital receipt in improving the facilities in 
Graves Park, rather than holding it as a permanent endowment and 
just applying the income to the charitable objects; and 

b. If an appropriate scheme is made by the Charity Commission 
following the application, confirms its authority to proceed with the 
disposal in accordance with the recommendations approved 
following the report to Cabinet on July 17 2013. 
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 Business Plan Researched and produced by Ernest Brewin 19th December 2014  

 
 Page 1 of 4 friends@gravespark.org ©Friends of Graves Park 2014  

 
 Bolehill/Cobnar Cottage  
Proposed Horticultural/Memorial Garden  
Description of Works  
The Friends of Graves Park is proposing that the cottage is carefully taken down to 
approximately 1 metre in height with some variations retaining window and door 
positions on the rear elevation.  
! Serviceable stone and lintels retained for use in developing the garden area 
framework (brick toilet, porch and roof of the stone outbuilding removed completely), 
including the internal cottage wall.  

o The electricity and gas service disconnected with water and drainage retained.  

! Positions of both fireplaces and the stairwell area would be transformed into stone 
built, soil filled sensory herb beds.  

! The 500mm wide outer wall structure would be creatively finished to form a centrally 
soil filled container for planting i.e. with ferns, aubrietia, saxifrage etc.  

! The doorway from Cobnar Road would be retained with an improved stone ramp from 
the road and a self-closing gate installed inside the entrance affording a 1 metre wide 
disabled access.  

! At the rear doorway to the garden the stone jambs and lintel framework with some 
supporting stonework would be secured and retained with a view to it supporting 
climbing roses and honeysuckle.  

! Internally the cottage floor is concrete; reclaimed flat stone would be bedded and laid 
raising the level and creating a stone paved finish, also preventing the area tanking 
water.  

! On the top section of the reduced south facing cottage wall, 3 York stone memorial 
plaques would be installed, illustrating the historical significance to the Bolehill Hamlet of 
Robert Lindley, Ethel Gallimore, J. G. Graves and Jan Wilson.  

! The boundary between the cottage garden and the car park would be fenced with a 
timber post and bow-topped panel fence 1.5 metres high, which would allow the garden 
to be viewed by the public.  

! The current garden access from Cobnar Road would be used as a combined self-
closing double leaf gate, retaining the historic stone gate pillar set in the boundary wall, 
which would afford pedestrian, wheelchair and a service vehicle access provision; the 
surface of the drive would be paved with reclaimed flat stone from the cottage.  

! A small dry stone wall would form the framework of the access and the garden 
surrounds.  
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! Around the outside of the reduced cottage walls a dry stone wall would be constructed 
forming a soil filled container 600mm wide and 300mm deep, planted with roses, 
jasmine, campanula and sensory herbs. This wall would  
Business Plan Researched and produced by Ernest Brewin 19th December 2014  
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! continue alongside the Cobnar Road boundary and be planted with pyracantha, 
berberis and herbaceous geranium.  

! The Patio area of the garden would be cleared of debris and the paving exposed and 
enlarged using reclaimed flat stone from the cottage.  

! A use of the stone lintels would be to create some seating within the patio area.  

! The remaining garden area up to the timber fence and along the park side wall would 
be soiled.  

! The stone built store would be reduced in height; the interior filled with stone debris, 
soil filled and planted as a feature with a combination of poppy and crocosmia, to create 
a colourful floral display.  

! The remaining garden area would be planted with a wide selection of flowering berry 
bearing shrubs, herbaceous perennials and fragrant herbs; the existing female holly 
being retained as a feature.  

! The grassed border along the frontage of the cottage would need to be protected from 
car parking by the installation of reclaimed large stone from the wall of the store. The 
poor quality grass would be removed and the margin planted with cotoneaster and a 
selection of bulbs.  
 
Mature Beech Tree Specimen  
In respect of the purple beech, a tree surgeon has been consulted with a view to 
reducing some of the excess weight of heavy branching, shaping up the canopy to 
enable the better survival of the tree.  
All heavy branches removed will be cut into manageable lengths to form outline bulb 
planting areas, the bark chippings would remain on site for mulching purposes.  
The established brambles will be removed from beneath the tree, the area soiled, 
fertilised and cultivated to improve its nutrient content.  
 
Information Centre  
The cottage outline and refurbished garden would form the base for an information 
centre, giving details of the history of Norton Park, the Bolehill Hamlet as it is uncovered 
by the “Norton in the Heart of Chantreyland” group currently working on uncovering the 
history and archaeology of the area. Business Plan Researched and produced by Ernest 
Brewin 19th December 2014  
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Budget Costings  
Whilst more work is 
required to draw up 
exacting costs for all the 
works involved, the Friends 
of Graves Park Trust has 
arrived at some realistic 
figures. Item  

Description  Cost £  

1  To carefully take down the 
cottage structure, conserve 
all the necessary selected 
stone and preserve the 
outline of the building 
(private contractors). NB 
not a demolition 

10,000.00  

2  To the supply and 
installation of a timber post 
and panel fence between 
the car park and cottage 
boundary 

2,048.00  

3  To the supply and 
installation of self-closing 
gate systems 

3,072.00  

4  To clear area of general 
debris. Create garden 
feature with dry stone 
walls, paving of patio, 
drive, floor of cottage and 
stone built containers 
within the cottage. To the 
supply and spreading of 
topsoil  

5,500.00  

5  To supplying and fixing of 
3 x York stone memorial 
stones to fit reduced 
cottage wall  
NB cost of wording not yet 
known (no cost) (estimate)  

300.00  

6  To the supply of selected 
shrubs, herbs, herbaceous 
plants and bulbs to be 
planted by Friends of 
Graves Park 

1,500.00  

7  To tree surgery required to 
conserve the mature beech 
tree  

660.00  

Total budget costs =                         23,080.00  
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Conclusion  
These proposals are made by the Friends of Graves Park Trust, making the site into 
something of a historical, memorial, ecological and information centre, the group 
undertaking a considerable amount of the work including maintenance. The restored 
garden area will be used by members of the public; including disabled wheel-chair 
access. The plan incorporates the reuse of reclaimed stone from the cottage on site.  
Further savings may be made by encouraging the plants at item 6 to be donated for free 
by the public. In addition, members of the local community have already expressed an 
interest in providing some labour and involvement for free.  
In addition the considerable impact from the Heritage sponsored “Norton in the Heart of 

Chantreyland” historical survey makes the whole project viable in raising finance from 

such as the Heritage Lottery and others.  
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Business Plan Researched and produced by Ernest Brewin 19th December 2014  
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From:

Sent: 26 February 2015 16:02 

To: Support, SheffieldP&FM (Shared) 

Subject: Cobnar Cottage 

I wish to lodge an objection to the disposal of Cobnar Cottage to a private bidder by auction as this 

was a charitable gift to the Citizens of Sheffield by JG Graves, and, as such, this proposed action is 

highly inappropriate and morally wrong 

 

Cotswold Road 

Sheffield 

S6 4QZ 
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From:

Sent: 26 February 2015 21:45 

To: Support, SheffieldP&FM (Shared) 

Subject: Cobnar Cottage Graves Park 

I wish to strongly protest against the proposed auction of Cobnar Cottage by Sheffield City Council.. This cottage 

along with Graves Park was gifted to the Council for the benefit of the people of Sheffield and it is totally wrong for 

the council to dispose of this gift. It is now only a liability because the Council have let it become one. If the cottage 

is beyond repair then the Council should gift it to the the Friends of Graves Park and let them replace it with a 

memorial garden which would be of no cost to the Council and be something which the people of Sheffield could still 

use. 

I reiterate that the Council have no right to dispose of something that was given in trust  to the people of Sheffield 

forever.  FOREVER should mean FOREVER NOT 90 YEARS. 

 

THIS SALE MUST NOT BE ALLOWED TO GO AHEAD 

 

 (Sheffield Ratepayer)  
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We, the undersigned, believe that Graves Park - 
which was given to the people of Sheffield to enjoy 
forever - should be protected, and we oppose plans 

by Sheffield Labour Council to sell off Cobnar 
Cottage.

Timestamp Name Email 
9/19/2013 
14:28:10 A Sellars 

11/5/2013 
7:44:53 A&J Greenwood 

8/26/2013 
14:53:22 Abi Starr 

8/28/2013 
4:24:57 Adam Funk 

1/21/2015 
3:55:37 adam King 

8/22/2013 
12:55:30 

Adela Surowiak & 
Jonathan Payne 

8/21/2013 
9:39:57 Alan Griffiths 

3/26/2014 
6:11:14 Alison Postle-Owen 

10/8/2013 
0:10:18 Allison Robb 

9/17/2013 
11:24:34 Amanda Jane Griffiths 

8/22/2013 
1:23:08 ANDREA CARNALL 

3/12/2014 
12:29:28 Andrea Walker 

9/16/2013 
23:10:31 Andrew Barlow 

11/7/2013 
9:11:12 Andrew Birkby 

10/7/2013 
12:58:26 andrew Goddard 

10/29/2013 
11:19:06 Andrew Langner 

8/21/2013 
9:17:31 andrew thorpe 

9/16/2013 
23:54:22 Andrew Welsby 

8/22/2013 
13:12:44 Angela Bennett 

9/20/2013 
13:11:24 ann arnold 

8/21/2013 
13:33:44 Ann Ward 

9/17/2013 
0:27:34 Ann Wild 

5/11/2014 
4:04:12 Anne Brundell 

8/29/2013 
0:45:35 Anne Jennings 

1/21/2015 
3:56:56 annette Robinson 

8/21/2013 Annette Walsh 
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12:39:39 

1/20/2015 
9:02:18 Anthony Vardy 

3/7/2014 
11:30:37 Arthur Pidcock 

3/7/2014 
3:12:53 Barbara Marilyn Pidcock 

8/28/2013 
12:55:48 Barbara Salmon 

1/13/2015 
23:03:22 Barbara tollerfield 

8/23/2013 
7:18:00 Beris Hudson 

8/22/2013 
7:33:44 Beverley chappell 

8/23/2013 
7:31:03 Brenda Sleaford 

3/7/2014 
2:04:38 Brian Crookes 

10/8/2013 
2:23:58 Brian Winfrow 

8/21/2013 
12:10:22 Brian/Hazel Deakin 

8/28/2013 
2:50:07 Bronwen Moss 

9/17/2013 
1:20:24 C bailey 

11/4/2013 
11:53:39 C.J.STEAD 

9/22/2013 
12:27:57 c.wright 

10/8/2013 
11:03:34 c.wright 
3/9/2014 
5:57:44 Caroline Dewar 

8/23/2013 
0:46:02 Caroline Fixter 

10/7/2013 
13:38:18 caroline garfitt 

3/7/2014 
12:34:16 Caroline pendleton 

1/13/2015 
8:56:56 Carolyn Snowden 

8/23/2013 
9:45:48 CAROLYN VALENTINE 

3/7/2014 
2:23:20 Catherine Kay 

1/21/2015 
3:54:51 Catherine King 

10/8/2013 
10:55:50 chris titus 
9/6/2013 
12:44:20 Christina wright 

10/12/2013 
1:15:37 Christine & David Cowen 

11/4/2013 
4:50:51 

Christine and David 
Cowen 

8/22/2013 
2:18:45 Christine Bailey 
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9/17/2013 
0:01:01 Christine Cowen 

4/14/2014 
15:00:23 Christine Ellin 
3/7/2014 
11:34:03 christine jackson 

8/22/2013 
10:28:57 

Christine Jackson and 
Stuart Wright 

8/21/2013 
9:22:07 Christine Newell 

9/17/2013 
1:03:52 Christine Williamson 

3/7/2014 
2:32:47 Christopher Graham 

8/21/2013 
9:34:18 Colin Welsh 

9/18/2013 
11:31:32 Colin Wright 

3/13/2014 
14:40:48 colin wright 

11/4/2013 
5:26:18 Connor Peck 

8/23/2013 
3:11:55 crystal farrer 

3/7/2014 
8:26:04 D Gooden 

3/7/2014 
8:26:39 D Gooden 

9/6/2013 
2:18:47 D March 

10/10/2013 
11:24:54 D March 

8/23/2013 
1:54:24 D&J.M.SMITH 

9/17/2013 
0:02:30 Dale Foreman 

11/2/2013 
3:54:55 David Calow 

9/18/2013 
9:39:56 DAVID HAWKES 

8/21/2013 
12:21:52 David Houdmont 

11/3/2013 
2:19:33 David Hutchinson 

11/3/2013 
4:40:05 David Kay 

2/17/2014 
10:56:46 David Knight 

9/23/2013 
2:34:54 David Smith 

11/2/2013 
1:32:56 David Stanley 

10/8/2013 
0:03:22 Debbie Dent 

8/23/2013 
0:09:46 Debbie gooden 

8/25/2013 
10:40:29 Debra Kirwan 
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10/8/2013 
10:00:53 dee fawkes 

10/9/2013 
0:59:26 Denis Williamson 

8/29/2013 
12:52:11 Denise Reaney 

8/21/2013 
23:53:53 Denise Setterington 

3/13/2014 
8:44:29 Dennis Harley 

8/21/2013 
10:33:37 Diana Davey 

8/21/2013 
9:44:00 Don Lewin 

11/3/2013 
8:13:24 Dora Shinn 

11/4/2013 
3:39:13 Doreen Hall 

10/8/2013 
8:26:51 Eamonn Larkin 

10/7/2013 
14:15:12 Eileen &Stan Ellis 

8/21/2013 
10:23:31 Eileen Ellis 
3/8/2014 
1:57:06 Elaine Gorman 

9/27/2013 
0:32:08 Elizabeth Anne Jennings 

9/17/2013 
10:33:46 Elizabeth J Walker 

8/21/2013 
9:31:55 Emma Green 

10/8/2013 
1:38:08 Emma Wilkinson 

8/21/2013 
13:58:50 Ernest P Wilson 

5/14/2014 
0:52:45 eve sharpe 

5/8/2014 
10:05:15 Evelyn Pearson 

8/26/2013 
1:48:38 Evelyne Jones 

9/9/2013 
20:02:06 F Bradley 

9/17/2013 
5:34:04 Frances Sadatmandi 

9/17/2013 
9:55:44 Gary Bell 

3/7/2014 
9:01:11 Geoffrey Edwards 

10/21/2013 
3:07:47 George Shepherd 

8/23/2013 
15:34:47 Gerald Amos 

9/17/2013 
1:12:05 Godfrey Crespin 

10/8/2013 
10:12:12 Graham Oates 

1/21/2015 Harold Dixon 
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3:53:46 

10/8/2013 
14:36:33 Harriet

8/24/2013 
12:03:46 Harriet Slattery 

8/24/2013 
4:10:38 helen 

3/7/2014 
11:54:28 Helen Currie 

10/27/2013 
8:20:06 Helen Eliot 

10/7/2013 
12:55:31 Helen Hirst 

8/21/2013 
9:13:08 Helen Johnson 

11/7/2013 
6:16:44 Helen Wainwright 

4/15/2014 
2:37:41 Helena Wright 

8/21/2013 
10:27:23 Herbert Davey 

3/28/2014 
11:29:14 Hilary McAvoy 

10/8/2013 
10:30:29 Ian Gardner 
3/7/2014 
9:04:28 Ian Grayson 

8/21/2013 
11:29:26 J A Trotter 

11/3/2013 
5:01:03 j e smith 

10/8/2013 
2:31:45 j s brown 

9/21/2013 
11:58:26 J Stephenson 

9/19/2013 
1:42:31 J. Brown 

9/17/2013 
3:31:54 Jackie Skinner 

9/18/2013 
1:04:40 James Snape 

8/21/2013 
10:48:34 Janet Connell 

8/21/2013 
9:38:32 Janet Miles 

10/27/2013 
9:30:36 Janet Needham 

4/14/2014 
21:24:37 Jaqi Crowther 

10/17/2013 
6:11:47 Jean & Peter Sear 

8/24/2013 
2:15:41 Jean Johnson 

3/11/2014 
1:49:17 Jennifer Storey 

8/21/2013 
14:52:01 jill parker 

1/1/2014 
6:50:28 

Jill, David, Harry Oliver 
Bonsall 

10/19/2013 Joan Dixon 
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7:47:37 

9/28/2013 
2:23:30 Joan Drabble 

12/14/2013 
7:20:53 joanne stacey 

8/22/2013 
1:38:37 Joe Carter 

3/7/2014 
8:47:15 John 

3/7/2014 
8:32:55 

John and Debbie 
Bradshaw 

8/21/2013 
9:27:29 John Bradshaw 

1/20/2015 
1:12:03 John Brookes 

8/22/2013 
7:13:28 John Carter 

9/29/2013 
10:32:43 john darby 

8/23/2013 
13:18:51 John Glossop 

8/24/2013 
2:10:49 John Johnson 

11/4/2013 
23:45:36 John Mcavoy 
3/7/2014 
1:23:46 John Pitt 

9/16/2013 
23:57:49 John Robinson 
3/7/2014 
0:49:05 John Russell 

11/4/2013 
3:29:19 john s barker 

8/21/2013 
12:23:28 John Sharman 

3/7/2014 
5:22:58 Jonathan Dunning 

11/2/2013 
11:19:59 Jonathan Leigh 

10/22/2013 
2:49:56 Joy Tanner 

3/7/2014 
5:54:19 Judy Brown 

3/8/2014 
8:46:49 Julia 

12/30/2014 
13:42:50 Julia Parr 

10/7/2013 
13:08:58 julie 

10/21/2013 
3:12:05 Julie & Derek Allison 

8/21/2013 
14:42:19 Julie Cam 
3/9/2014 
0:03:53 Julie Daniels 

3/7/2014 
8:50:13 Julie hallam 

8/21/2013 
13:07:16 julie irons 
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3/8/2014 
2:35:59 Julie Mosley

8/23/2013 
11:50:51 june salkeld 

10/17/2013 
12:19:05 K.s jowett 

9/17/2013 
4:21:50 karen dunleavy 

9/21/2013 
3:13:50 Kate Morrell 

10/21/2013 
3:09:35 Kathleen Savage 

8/23/2013 
7:29:25 Kathryn Ledwood 

10/21/2013 
10:08:16 Kathryn Millington 

8/21/2013 
14:24:10 Kathryn Page

8/21/2013 
15:54:03 Kay Elwood 
3/7/2014 
1:03:40 Kay jowett 

10/19/2013 
4:31:44 Kay Stacey

8/22/2013 
0:17:10 Keith Abbey 

10/19/2013 
13:11:00 Ken Allsebrook 

3/12/2014 
5:46:03 L D Sales 

8/22/2013 
2:46:37 L.B.Harrison 

3/7/2014 
5:06:44 Les Morton 

10/19/2013 
9:10:34 Lesley Dodd 

10/8/2013 
10:08:55 Linda Gardner 
3/7/2014 
1:25:47 Lisa Deakin 

11/6/2013 
6:45:22 Louise Matyja 

3/7/2014 
10:44:56 Lynn Godbehere 

3/10/2014 
13:02:35 lynne & david roebuck 

5/14/2014 
1:43:34 Lynne Fox 

10/22/2013 
14:03:26 M E Barter 

9/19/2013 
1:43:20 M.  Brown 

8/22/2013 
2:45:14 M.C.Harrison 

3/8/2014 
4:31:07 M.Fleming 

11/4/2013 
3:20:56 margaret bird 

4/22/2014 
12:48:33 Margaret Chisholm 
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8/21/2013 
10:38:00 Margaret Marsh 

5/14/2014 
3:15:02 Margaret Scott 

10/27/2013 
14:54:06 Mark Crossley 

3/12/2014 
5:02:41 Marlene & Barry 

9/17/2013 
4:52:17 Marlene and Barry Ray 

10/9/2013 
0:48:02 Martin Todd 

11/5/2013 
1:13:40 Mary Atkin 

11/4/2013 
2:54:33 Mary Connelly 

1/7/2014 
5:24:07 Matt Dunbar 

11/17/2013 
8:30:33 Matthew Bell 

8/21/2013 
9:32:59 Matthew Dunbar 

8/22/2013 
7:10:17 Mavis Carter 

8/26/2013 
12:17:55 Maxine Cutts 

9/18/2013 
8:25:47 mazhar kayani 

1/19/2015 
5:03:11 MG Carr 

10/8/2013 
14:35:42 Michael 
3/7/2014 
5:54:51 Michael Brown 

9/6/2013 
8:17:18 Michael Cutts 

8/22/2013 
0:56:42 Michael Hyde 

5/8/2014 
10:04:28 Michael Pearson 

1/21/2015 
3:56:22 michael robinson 

8/24/2013 
12:01:52 Michael Slattery 

8/22/2013 
0:45:38 michelle hyde 

8/21/2013 
7:13:57 Mike Shaw 

9/19/2013 
1:03:45 Mr & Mrs A Harrington 

10/8/2013 
1:48:24 Mr & Mrs A Harrington 

10/20/2013 
8:13:33 Mr & Mrs Edwards 

3/7/2014 
13:22:10 Mr D March 

9/17/2013 
8:37:00 Mr Dennis Harley 

3/10/2014 Mr K Shaw 
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14:02:31 

10/29/2013 
4:34:40 Mr R Royston 

10/21/2013 
8:01:37 Mr S Needham 

9/20/2013 
6:40:15 Mr. G.S.Oates 

3/7/2014 
8:13:37 

Mr. G.S.Oates Mrs 
J.Oates 

9/17/2013 
2:58:05 Mr. H. Davey 

3/10/2014 
14:02:54 Mrs B Barker 

8/23/2013 
4:04:10 Mrs Brenda Anthony 

9/20/2013 
3:15:59 Mrs Brenda Anthony 

3/10/2014 
14:01:45 Mrs D Shaw 

3/7/2014 
8:18:58 Mrs E Harrington 

8/25/2013 
5:54:39 Mrs Julia harley 

4/30/2014 
3:30:20 Mrs M E Barter 

10/21/2013 
8:01:04 Mrs N Needham 

12/31/2013 
4:05:05 Mrs Rae Betsworth 

11/4/2013 
6:06:31 Mrs S March 

8/31/2013 
23:13:14 Mrs Sally Vardy 

9/18/2013 
9:24:00 Mrs. B.A. Greatorex 

9/20/2013 
6:40:40 Mrs. J. Oates 

9/17/2013 
5:21:08 Ms Sheila Taylor 

9/1/2013 
4:03:42 natalie simmonite 

10/8/2013 
7:02:12 natalie.873@hotmail.com

11/6/2013 
6:45:41 Nathan White 

11/3/2013 
11:50:15 Neal Johnston 

1/20/2014 
10:57:14 Nick Barber 

8/23/2013 
4:00:20 Nick Williams 

4/15/2014 
7:03:52 nicola barwell 

11/4/2013 
5:26:02 Nigel Peck 

9/16/2013 
22:35:05 Nikki Bullett 

8/23/2013 Noel Anthony 
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4:06:41 

1/12/2014 
6:07:15 owen hatton 

8/21/2013 
12:37:35 p m gillam 
3/7/2014 
2:28:04 Pam Snape 

3/7/2014 
9:02:18 Patricia Edwards 

8/21/2013 
9:33:33 Patti Welsh 

8/22/2013 
0:01:56 Paul Chapman 

3/7/2014 
2:07:23 Paul Dent 

8/21/2013 
9:54:20 Paul Federolf 

10/29/2013 
2:02:32 Paul L Ellis 

6/28/2014 
4:57:54 Pauline Earnshaw 

8/27/2013 
7:27:30 Pauline Mathieson 

3/16/2014 
5:56:36 Pete Trenchard 

10/7/2013 
14:02:09 Peter Barraclough 

9/17/2013 
1:03:59 Peter Bate 

10/19/2013 
4:37:18 Peter Hooton 

8/25/2013 
8:07:57 

Peter Towers & Susan 
Towers 

11/5/2013 
1:04:57 Philip Berra 

8/21/2013 
10:43:56 Philip Elliot 

3/16/2014 
5:57:16 Rachael Trenchard 

8/21/2013 
15:06:24 Richard A Coghill 

12/11/2013 
11:51:09 Richard Bayne 
3/7/2014 
1:56:16 Richard Jones 

8/23/2013 
4:37:50 Richard Kent 

11/3/2013 
7:10:26 richard torr 

9/24/2013 
13:51:16 Rob Cottom 

10/26/2013 
8:56:18 Robert & June Leek 

9/17/2013 
12:06:29 

Robert and Christine 
Sharman 

8/21/2013 
17:43:13 

Robert and Svetlana 
Gregory 

8/23/2013 
10:37:24 ROBERT FORSHAW 
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12/31/2013 
5:19:26 roger bell 

10/20/2013 
9:51:40 Roger Hardwick 

1/4/2014 
3:45:36 Roger Thorns 

8/23/2013 
5:17:47 roger valentine 

11/5/2013 
4:02:37 Ron @ /Christine scott 

12/1/2013 
14:06:51 ronald carter 

11/6/2013 
2:54:39 roy phipps 

8/21/2013 
10:20:25 Russell Thomas 

3/19/2014 
5:23:16 S E Clarke 

9/16/2013 
23:51:51 SALLY VARDY 

9/17/2013 
0:57:18 sandra thackeray 

11/2/2013 
3:55:20 Sara Calow 

4/15/2014 
7:02:48 Sarah Barwell 

8/23/2013 
12:55:23 Sharon hirshman 

1/13/2014 
14:28:04 

SHARON SCOTRICK 
JERRY BOYD & 
FRANCESCA 
SCOTRICK-BOYD 

8/22/2013 
6:19:50 Sheila Taylor 

8/22/2013 
2:59:34 Shirley Bowskill 

10/7/2013 
14:16:57 Stan&Eileen Ellis 

8/21/2013 
10:22:16 Stanley Ellis 

3/11/2014 
14:34:25 Stella Howe 

10/28/2013 
4:57:39 Stephen & Doreen Hall 

8/21/2013 
15:44:41 Stephen Cam 

10/19/2013 
4:32:16 Stephen Stacey 

8/21/2013 
9:41:13 Steve Ayris 

10/8/2013 
12:11:23 Steven Chapman 
3/7/2014 
11:26:49 Stuart Clarke 

10/22/2013 
2:49:28 Stuart Tanner 

8/21/2013 Sue Auckland 

Page 832



9:14:33 

8/22/2013 
10:34:50 Sue Collins 
5/8/2014 
7:19:59 Sue Dilks 

9/17/2013 
8:31:21 Sue Hawxwell 

8/21/2013 
9:43:23 Sue Lewin 

8/23/2013 
6:46:54 Sue March 

11/2/2013 
1:32:27 Susan Clarke 

3/7/2014 
1:00:37 susan collins 

8/22/2013 
8:33:01 Susan Deal 

11/2/2013 
5:46:02 Susan Ellis 

3/14/2014 
7:43:07 susan jones 

10/15/2013 
6:07:49 susan march 

4/19/2014 
2:46:06 susan morley 

9/19/2013 
1:39:40 susan towers 

8/28/2013 
10:53:45 Terence G Sayles 

10/22/2013 
13:21:00 Terry Hudson 

8/21/2013 
14:49:53 Theresa Taylor 
3/8/2014 
5:00:52 tim 

10/8/2013 
1:29:08 Tim Gripton 

10/10/2013 
1:28:00 Tina wright 

4/15/2014 
7:04:18 tony barwell 

9/17/2013 
14:32:58 Tracy Goddard 

8/21/2013 
13:07:47 Valerie Green 

10/7/2013 
13:59:47 Veronica bayne 
3/8/2014 
6:59:03 Victoria Hoar 

10/29/2013 
11:20:04 Victoria Langner 

10/7/2013 
12:58:19 Virginia Richmond 

12/30/2014 
13:44:00 Will Blantern 

10/8/2013 
2:41:27 Will Gates 
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